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acquire a good command of the structure of the language and How many Spanish visitors will there be?
be quite agile in reproducing it. However, this will mean very There will be the same number of Spanish visitors as Anglo 
little if you are unable to follow the cross-currents of discussion visitors. The groups tend to be 15-17 participants on each side; 
that so often characterize business and social gatherings. that is 15-17 Spaniards and 15-17 Anglos. Don't worry about 
Therefore, we would rather see you talking the ear off your remembering all the names as you will all be wearing name-tags  
Spanish friend than seeing him talk *your* ear off. AT ALL TIMES! We will send everybody a list with every 

participants email address when the program is over as well. 

Subjects for Conversation
About the Spanish Participants Provided you can keep the Spanish visitors talking or listening 
We have Spaniards in their 20's, 30's and 40's with a spattering with interest for 50 to 60 minutes at a time, there are no 
50 and 60 somethings. About 80% are from multinationals. regulated topics. If you are an expert on nuclear power plant 
Some of our clients include Vodafone, Microsoft, Deloitte & refuelling, then you can fire away at your Spanish colleagues on 
Touch and Mercedes Benz. The average level of English is the subject, as long as they're finding your exposition 
approximately a 4.5 over 10 (low intermediate to interesting and participative. You are also more than 
intermediate).You will find them communicative, but don't welcome, and actually encouraged, to bring material 
think they understand you. Some of them will ask you to repeat, with you that will help you make conversation. 
but many others will nod their heads as if they're following you. 
Often they are not. So watch your Spanish counterparts and if Things to Bring to Help Encourage Conversation
you have the feeling they do not understand what you're saying, 
slow down a bit or reword your statements. You must make an - Photos from home
effort to see that your Spanish friends understand you. Use - Brochures
your best ingenuity. To give a simplistic example, if they don't - Magazines
understand “uncle”, say “your father's brother”. To give a more - Books
possible example, if they don't understand “tournament”, say - Postcards
“competition” or something similar. But please don't seek the - Maps
easiest words and cognates from the beginning. We need to - Playing Cards
expose them to the real thing, but if the real thing just leaves - Discussion based games, puzzles
them blank-faced… well, that's when our ingenuity should - Interesting objects, gadgets from your country
come into play. - Costumes/props for the theatre plays

Talk, Talk, Talk Will We Be Doing Any Teaching?
Everyone who writes us interested in coming insists that they No. You will not need to teach English grammar, we need you to 
love people and love talking with people. We've found this talk with different people just like you'd talk to a good friend or 
to be true in perhaps 90% of the Anglos who've come. However, a fun and interesting neighbour. We want to expose our Spanish 
there never fails to be another 10% who are not natural friends to real English just as they may hear it on the streets of 
conversationalists or who are not able to sustain pleasant London, Glasgow, Dublin, New York, Toronto or Sydney.
ongoing conversations. Luckily, Spaniards are usually excellent 
conversationalists and can keep things flowing for six days Do We Have to Correct the Spaniard's Grammar?
straight without much strain. However, it becomes clear very Remember that most of the Spaniards have already received 
early on among the Spaniards which Anglos are the tough ones between 100 and 500 hours of English class over the years and 
to spend an hour with. It's hard work for a Spaniard to keep a have been corrected so many times that it's simply a blur. 
conversation on course with his or her broken English. So Spaniards literally butcher our language when they speak it, and 
please think for a moment sincerely about your own if you feel you must correct their mistakes then you will find 
personality and temperament. Are you truly a person who yourself correcting something in every single sentence they say. 
enjoys talking with different kinds of people? Can you talk about Imagine hearing the following sentence or its equivalent 700 
a lot of subjects? The subjects don't have to be intellectual… times over a 10-hour period: 
the can be about anything, from the Tuaregs in northern Mali to 
the new material being used to manufacture diapers. “My brother he like the art. She paint very well but don't sell much 

the pictures. Since two year he ago he don't paint nothing”.
Talking and Listening
Are you a good talker? Are you a good listener? If we had to Now tell me, how will you go about straightening out this 
choose between only good talkers or only good listeners for person's crooked English?
this VaughanTown experience, we would opt for the talkers. 
Why? Because understanding a foreign language well is much Nevertheless, there are certain Spaniards that do have the level 
more important than speaking it well. You can learn to speak and the capacity to assimilate certain corrections. Without 
another language perfectly, but if you can't understand your ruining the overall objective, which is to expose their ear to 

rich, native English and to get them to lose their fears about counterparts, then what use is speech? Deaf-mutes are mute 
expressing themselves, we recommend that you do because they are deaf. Their vocal chords are in perfect 
mention the mistakes they have made. Do so as if you condition but they don't produce intelligible sounds because 
were correcting a friend. Let them speak and express they can't hear. It's the same in language learning. You can 
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themselves, but kindly and gently guide them in the without fail, where you have to talk to an assigned Spaniard for 
right path. 50 minutes. We will post your partner assignments every day, 

you'll have to find your partner, whisk him or her off for a walk, 
or lounge, or terrace and chat their ear off! Do as you wish, as Hawkeyes
long as conversation is maintained. When the hour is up, you will Make sure that your Spanish counterparts are not congregating 
meet back at the reception area and find your next partner. together and speaking Spanish. We have never had this problem 
Think of it as “musical Spaniards”  without the music  and you'll except in September 2001, but regardless, keep an eye out. In 
find that our “one-to-one” tool is the best way to get the shy the November 2002 program, we were within earshot of two 
Spaniards talking.Spaniards standing in the lounge bar for over 10 minutes, talking 

to each other in English. It was after lunch, which theoretically is 
Group Dynamicsfree time for naps, walks or personal time, and these two had 

decided to jaw-bone each other in accented, broken English. We Aside from the one-to-ones, at times you'll be encouraged to 
were pleasantly surprised, but this is not uncommon. grab your partner and join another duo to play Monopoly, Trivial 
Regardless, if you see two or three Spaniards huddled in a Pursuit or some other board game. We will also be solving 
corner conferring about the true gender of angels, join in and problems in groups, holding conference calls and debates, 
find out what they're talking about. Oh, and if we catch *you* helping the Spaniards make presentations, plus a sprinkling of 
speaking Spanish, we will order your head chopped off and other special activities and surprises.
place on a pike in the town square. 

Theatre
Many of you will be stolen away during the day to practice for The Week's Activities
surprise theatre skits in the meeting room. We have several fun Arrival at VaughanTown: You will find the VaughanTown staff 
and short skits (5-10 minutes) where you will play incredible awaiting your arrival with open arms! You will be given your 
and hilarious characters. Theatre is optional, but it is so much room assignments and will have time to check-in. After this 
fun that usually from day 3 everyone wants to be a part of it. So you'll be ushered to the meeting room for the official program 
make sure you tell the Master of Ceremonies that you are opening followed by a delicious lunch. After lunch you will have 
interested on the very first day!enough time to freshen up, make yourselves comfortable in 

your rooms and explore the premises. Don't wander too far 
though as at 6pm the program will officially start with a group Presentations
activity. The brave and fearless like to get up and share a 10-15 minute 

presentation with the group, and we highly encourage you all to 
do so! Here are some suggestions for presentations:Daily Schedule of Activities

The formal daily schedule is from 9am to 10pm. Wake-up calls 
will get you out of bed at 8:15am and breakfast begins at 9am - Share an interesting story about your adventures, 
sharp. Don't think we won't miss you if you don't show up! You travels or culture. 
will be seated always in tables of four  two Spaniards and two - Tell us about your country, its history, interesting 
Anglos to chitchat over meals. The rest of the day will be full of facts and trivia.
fun activities to keep everyone entertained. - Explain some old folklore from your country.

- Play an audience-participative game (20 questions, 
Here's a rough daily schedule: pass the message, Simon Says).

- Teach a song or read your favourite poem.
8:15  Wake-up call - Play an instrument.
9:00-10:00  Continental  Breakfast Buffet
10:00-2:00  Four hours of one-to-one sessions, icebreakers, These are some of the more “normal” things that go on at 
group dynamics (at the discretion of the Master of VaughanTown. We've had the occasional surprise presentation: 
Ceremonies). painted belly dancers, ancient tribal chants, acrobatic feats and 
2:00-3:30  Lunch time. Three course meal served by waiters. hip-hop dance classes, to name but a few! So be creative and 

start planning your surprise act!3:30-5:00  FREE TIME. Explore, have a Spanish “siesta” (nap) or 
whatever you want to fill your free time with. 
5:00-8:00  Three hours of conversations, group dynamics, Extra-Curricular Activities
board games, sports, outdoor games, special activities. As you may have seen on the sample schedule the idea 
8:00-9:00  Everyone gathers in the meeting room where there throughout the six days is to have as many “one-to-ones” 
will be theatre performances, presentations and group sessions, with a different Spaniard each time, as possible (and if 
activities. possible, depending on the size of the group). Nonetheless, 
9:00-10:00  Dinner. Three course meal served by waiters. there are activities in between to relieve this routine just a bit. 
10:00-onwards  Free time, social time and special activities. During your free time you can use the gym and indoor 

swimming pool as well that are in a separate hut outside the 
hotel, play sports, go on nature walks or even check out the Modifications could be made to the schedule but probably of 
ostriches! little importance. Keep reading below for explanations on some 

of the activities.

One-to-One's
We are signing up and equal number of Anglos and Spaniards for 
a reason: there will be “one-to-one” conversations every day, 
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